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1 IN THE UNI TED STATES DI STRI CT COURT FOR THE DI STRI CT OF UTAH
2 CENTRAL DI VI SI ON
3 JANENE THORPE, an individual; )
CHRI STOPHER THORPE, SR., an ) Case No.
4 i ndi vi dual, CHRI STOPHER ) 2:23-cv-00242- AVA- DAO
THORPE, JR., an individual; )
5 CHARLI E THORPE, an individual, ) Judge David Barl ow
) Magi strate Daphne A Qberg
6 Plaintiffs, )
)
7 V. ) Hybrid Videoconference
) Vi deo- Recorded Deposition
8 CEDAR HI LLS CITY, a governnent ) of:
entity; AMERI CAN FORK CITY, a ) JANENE THORPE
9 government entity; AMERI CAN )
FORK CI TY POLI CE DEPARTMENT, a )
10 governnent entity; DARREN ) March 7, 2025
FALSLEV, in his official ) 9911 p.m to 2:56 p.m
11 capacity and i ndi vi dual )
capacity as AMERI CAN FORK )
12 PCLI CE CHI EF; C. SLATE ) Wtness |ocation:
BLACKBURN, in his official and ) HElI DEMAN & ASSOCI ATES
13 i ndi vi dual capacities; PHLLIP ) 2696 North University
WS. CRAIG in his official ) Avenue, Suite 180
14 and i ndi vi dual capacities; ) Provo, U ah 84604
JENNI FER L. NAKAI, in her )
15 of ficial and individual )
capacities, KANDACE N. )
16 KONECHNY, in her official and )
i ndi vi dual capacities; SETH )
17 WATE, in his official and )
i ndi vidual capacity; and JOHN )
18 or JANE DCES, 1-15, in their )
i ndi vi dual and/or official )
19 capacities, )
)
20 Def endant s. )
* * %
21
22
* % %
23
Rossann J. Mbrgan
24 - Certified Court Reporter -
- Regi stered Professional Reporter -
25 Job No. CRCC7156192
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1 Q. Okay. 1 Whenever they see usout in our backyard, they think that
2 A. And| really want to leave that up to my 2 they canjust come out there and intimidate us, call us
3 husband to talk. I'm starting to lose my voice. And | 3 names, anything they can do.
4 they -- they're very vindictive. And s0... 4 | was watering the trees and he got into the
5 Q. Okay. Wedll, | don't want to take up -- take | 5 waterline -- into the water stream -- up into the
6 up al of your voice here. Canyou just -- 6 waterline, because there's not areal fence and he got
7 A. Yeah. 7 into the overspray of the water. Does that make sense?
8 Q. Canyou give me, generally, what you 8 Q. Yeah,itdoes. And"he" isMr. Sanchez; that
9 understood happened -- 9 right?
10 A. They -- 10 A. Yes
11 Q. -- withthat incident? 11 Q. Okay.
12 A. Yeah. They -- they just wanted to try to -- | 12 A. And-- yeah. And hestill wore the same
13 can -- can you ask my husband about that? 13 clothesfor the rest of the day because even when the
14 Q. Sure. | --1 definitely will. Sorry. | -- 14 police came, he was till wearing the same clothes.
15 | hateto sound kind of like a broken record. 15 Q. Okay. Do you remember that the police got
16 A. Okay. 16 involved in that incident?
17 Q. Alll--alI'maskingis-- 17 A. Uh-hmm.
18 A. Because-- yeah. 18 MR. PEAT: Verbal.
19 Q. --for your recollection. 19 THEWITNESS: Yes. Yes.
20 A. Okay. 20 Q. (BY MR.BOSSERMAN) Okay. And--and |
21 Q. If you don't have any, or you don't know, |21 assume-- | guess, do you know who called the police?
22 that'sfine. I'll -- I'll definitely ask him. Just what | 22 A. | don't know which one of them called the
23 you recall what happened with that incident. 23 police, no.
24 A. 1just--1 just remember it wasthemtrying | 24 Q. But you believe it was the Sanchezes?
25 tosueusover treesand they -- itwasnot avery -- | 25 A. Yes
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1 they didn't -- they didn't get what they wanted and it 1 Q. Okay. Do you know if -- was Cedar Hills
2 wasjust not agood thing. And they have just been 2 contacted about that?
3 vindictive ever since, ... 3 A. | don't know.
4 Q. Sothat -- that incident resulted in a 4 Q. Okay. You don't remember contacting Cedar
5 lawsuit; isthat correct? 5 Hills about that?
6 A. Yesh. Yes 6 A. No.
7 Q. What was the outcome of that lawsuit? Do you 7 Q. Okay. What was the outcome of that spraying
8 remember? 8 water incident?
9 A. Itactualy just created a monster of them 9 A. Youknow, honestly, | think it was just --
10 and they didn't win. 10 I'mnot sure exactly. | think it was dropped.
11 Q. Okay. Thelast onel have on this-- on my 11 Q. Okay. Doyou --
12 list hereisanincident with allegations over spraying 12 A. Butwe--
13 water. Do you remember that? 13 Q. Nobody in your family was charged with
14 A. Yes. Sothe spraying water -- the trees down 14 anything --
15 below -- so the -- the trees -- so you've got to 15 A. | don't believe so.
16 understand. Nobody understands this. They -- they took | 16 Q. Okay. Do you know when that incident
17 the property -- they tried to take -- they tried to take 17 occurred? Sorry, | should have asked that. Do you
18 the property down below. And when they first moved -- | 18 know --
19 moved hereto their -- to their home, they -- they tried 19 A. Yeah.
20 totake 15 feet of property, and that's why they put the 20 Q. --thetimeframe?
21 shed on the wrong property. 21 A. | think it was October of 2020.
22 So we got the property back and they planted 22 Q. Okay. Andl just -- sorry. Going back. |
23 thetreesright on our property. When we got the 23 neglected to ask, on the -- on the -- the tree -- the
24 property back, it wastold -- we weretold that wehadto | 24 alleged tree-killing incident, do you know what -- if --
25 keepthetreesaive. | waswatering the trees. 25 whether Cedar Hillswasinvolved in that dispute at all?
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1 A. | don't think so. 1 Q. Okay. And how -- are these written policies
2 Q. Okay. Do you know if American Fork police 2 that you've seen?
3 gotinvolved in that? 3 A. | guessl'veseenwrittenand | -- and it's
4 A. You know, they would come out for -- you 4 just common knowledge too.
5 know, | don't know. I'm not sure. 5 Q. Okay. What written policies have you seen?
6 Q. Okay. Okay. Great. Well, | just have afew 6 A. Thingsthat my husband has pulled up.
7 morequestions. In -- in paragraph 16 of the operative 7 Q. From Cedar Hills specifically?
8 complaint, there's a mention about how -- there'sa 8 A. Yes.
9 mention in there about the policies of Cedar Hills 9 Q. Okay. Do you recall what thetitle of those
10 causing harm. | just wanted to ask you what policiesare | 10 policies were?
11 you aware of, of Cedar Hills, that has caused you or your | 11 A. No.
12 family harm? 12 Q. Okay. And do you recall what those policies
13 A. I'mnot sure. Canyou rephrase that? 13 say?
14 Q. Sure. Are-- | guess!'ll start with -- this 14 A. Not offhand.
15 way. Areyou aware of any policies of Cedar Hills? 15 Q. Okay. Doyou--inthis--in--inthe
16 A. Youknow, I'm aware of some of the policies; 16 complaint, you specifically allege that the policies of
17 but we -- you know, I'm not really aware of everything. 17 Cedar Hillsdirectly cause Plaintiffs harm. What
18 Q. Okay. What -- what policies are you aware 18 poalicies are you referring to?
19 of? 19 A. Wadll, you know, that fact that -- the fact
20 A. Just the -- the basics, | guess. 20 that | havelights going into my bedroom windows, the
21 Q. What do you mean by that? 21 factthat | feel that | can't -- | have to worry that the
22 A. Wadll, | mean, like, about doing -- about, 22 police will maybe come and batter me up if | don't do
23 like, you know, how you should live and taking -- doing | 23 something right, or that the Sanchezes can call the
24 the trash and about keeping up your yards and, you 24 policeon meand | still haveto worry. | mean, isthat
25 know -- 25 what you're talking about? | mean, I'm trying to figure
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1 Q. Okay. 1 out.
2 A. --thingslikethat. Like, the basics. 2 Q. Yeah, | guess--
3 Q. Okay. Okay. 3 A. I'mnot --
4 A. And, you know -- you know, things like that. 4 Q. | guessI'mjust trying to get at what
5 And keeping your yards trimmed back and thingslikethat.| 5 specifically do you believeis, you know, some sort of
6 But-- and | don't have any small children. | don't have 6 regulation, ordinance, policy, procedure at Cedar Hills
7 children anymore. So my husband and | really kind of do | 7 that has caused you harm?
8 our ownthing. And | don't mean, like, wejust don't 8 A. | don't feel safe. | have to worry about my
9 care. Weareinto our own things. And -- 9 neighbors not doing the right thing.
10 Q. Okay. 10 Q. And -- and you attribute that to some policy
11 A. --intothingswith our children and our 11 at Cedar Hills?
12 family and different -- into a different category, | 12 A. WEéll, Cedar Hills has policiesin their
13 guess. Sowhen you're telling me -- you're asking me 13 books, and then they're not helping to encourage them to
14 about these policies, what do you mean? 14 follow these policies. | mean --
15 Q. Okay. I think | understand. | think if | 15 Q. Yeah, | --
16 cansum it up, you -- you are aware generaly of, you 16 A. --youdon't--
17 know, Cedar Hills palicies or rules or how -- how it -- 17 Q. Sorry.
18 you know, acity should function. 18 A. No, go ahead.
19 What I'm kind of looking for specificaly is, 19 Q. Yeah. | guessthat'swhat I'm trying to
20 areyou aware of any policies of Cedar Hills directly 20 understand. What -- when we say they -- there's these
21 tiedtothisincident? So, for example, policies 21 policies out there and Cedar Hills need to enforce them
22 governing how police officers should -- how police 22 or they're not following them, I'm trying to understand
23 officersshould act. Areyou aware of any Cedar Hills 23 what policies specifically you're talking about.
24 policiesto that effect? 24 A. Their lights.
25 A. | am,yes. 25 Q. Okay. Lighting?
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1 A. | mean-- 1 A. Wadll, we actually haveit on -- we could
2 Q. Okay. Lighting? 2 actualy show it to you on -- on their -- their cameras
3 A. Their lights. Yeah. Their lights. 3 when -- when -- when Officer Nordin goesto their home
4 Q. Lighting. What -- what other ones? 4 and says -- actually uses the phrase -- and I'm sorry,
5 A. Knowing that we have decent officers that -- 5 I'm not saying it completely word for word -- and says
6 you know, that are patrolling and they're are not going 6 he'sgoing to ameeting and "We all areon” -- saysto
7 tohurt us. 7 the Sanchezes, "We are all on your side.”
8 Q. Okay. 8 Q. Okay. Andso | would just want to back up.
9 A. | mean, I'm sure there's alist of them; | 9 You -- you've seen avideo where Officer -- did you say
10 just-- | just can't think of them offhand. 10 Norman?
11 Q. Fair enough. With respect to thislast one 11 A. Nordin. Nordin.
12 that you mentioned of, you know, having officers, doyou | 12 Q. Oh, Nordin. Okay. Officer Nordinis
13 -- when you've had negative interactions with, for 13 gpeaking with who?
14 example Officer Nakai, have you called Cedar Hillsand | 14 A. Tothe Sanchezes.
15 complained to Cedar Hills about those negative 15 Q. Okay.
16 interactions? 16 A. Probably Ted.
17 A. How am | supposed to complain to Cedar Hills 17 Q. Okay.
18 about that when Cedar Hills -- well, tell me what I'm 18 A. I'msorry, Ed. The-- mister --
19 supposed to do. 19 Q. Ed.
20 Q. Oh, sorry. | -- I'mjust asking. Do you 20 A. | should say "Mr. Sanchez."
21 remember calling Cedar Hills and complaining to them 21 Q. Okay. And Officer Nordin says something to
22 about their -- about American Fork Police Department? 22 the effect of, "We are on your side"?
23 A. No. 23 A. No, not to the effect. Hesaysit. "We are
24 Q. Okay. Let meask this. Thereisan 24 al" --
25 dllegation in the complaint that we looked at yesterday 25 Q. Sohe--
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1 taking about Cedar Hillstaking the side of the 1 A. --"onyour" --
2 Sanchezes over the Thorpes. Do you remember that? 2 Q. Okay.
3 A. | don't recal, but probably. 3 A. Yes
4 Q. Let'sseehere. I'mgoing to just quickly -- 4 Q. "Weareall onyour side." Okay.
5 itwill befaster thisway. If | can share my screen, | 5 A. Yes
6 -- 6 Q. Do you know, in that video, is -- other than
7 MR. BOSSERMAN: Michael, | don't know if 7 Officer Nordin, isthere anybody there from Cedar Hills?
8 you'vegot that -- let'sseeif | can. Oh, I'm sending 8 A. What do you mean isthere anyone there from
9 therequest now. Let'sseeif | can share my screen 9 Cedar Hills?
10 here. Okay. | think I gotit. Let'ssee. 10 Q. Inthat -- in that video -- or when Officer
11 Q. (BY MR.BOSSERMAN) Canyou -- canyou see| 11 Nordin said that, do you know -- is -- was there, you
12 thisinfront of you? Thisisa-- let me scroll to the 12 know, like, Jennifer Peay there or --
13 top. | want to make sure theright screen'sup. Do you 13 A. No.
14 seethisisthe Second Amended Complaint Verified and 14 Q. --acode--
15 Demand for Jury. Do you seethat? 15 A. No.
16 A. Yes 16 Q. -- enforcement officer?
17 Q. Okay. Sothisiswhat was yesterday entered 17 A. No.
18 into as Exhibit 3. | just want to ask you - I've got 18 Q. Okay.
19 about four more questions and I'm done - do you seeright | 19 A. He'sjust there at their home and he's
20 here, paragraph 60 here? This paragraph alleges that 20 wearing his body cam.
21 "Cedar Hills, AFPD and AFPD officers early on took sides| 21 Q. Okay.
22 supporting and encouraging the Sanchez's actions." 22 A. Like, you know, their -- their cameraon
23 Just wanted to ask you, what is your 23 them?
24 understanding -- how do you know that Cedar Hillstook | 24 Q. Sure.
25 sides supporting and encouraging the Sanchez's actions? | 25 A. And he goesover to talk to them, and he's
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