
AMERICAN FORK CITY COUNCIL 

JANUARY 23, 2018 

REGULAR SESSION MINUTES 

ATTACHMENT 

Members Present: 

Bradley Frost  Mayor 

Barbara Christiansen  Council Member 

Staci Carroll  Council Member 

Kevin Barnes  Council Member 

Rob Shelton  Council Member 

Clark Taylor  Council Member 

 

Staff Present: 

David Bunker  City Administrator 

Camden Bird  Admin Analyst 

Wendelin Knobloch  Associate Planner 

Terilyn Lurker  City Recorder 

Kyle Maurer  Finance Officer 

Aaron Brems  Fire Chief 

Leif Nelson  Fire Captain 

George Schade  IT Director 

Kasey Wright  Legal Counsel 

Colleen Eggett  Library Director 

Derric Rykert  Parks and Recreation Director 

Jessie Mckenna  Paramedic 

Darren Falslev  Police Chief 

 

Also Present: Dan Fugal, Guy Fugal, Deven Rigby, Josh McCabe, Jess Green, John Woffinden, 

Geoff Dupaix, Ann Long, David King, Trever Rigby and family, Josh Walker, Ryan Hunter, 

Kristina Weseman, Joe Phelon, Anji Branch, David Bell, scouts and their leaders, and 

approximately 10 additional people. 

 

REGULAR SESSION 

The American Fork City Council met in a regular session on Tuesday, January 23, 2018, in the 

American Fork City Hall, 31 North Church Street, commencing at 7:30 p.m.   

 

1. Pledge of Allegiance; prayer by Council Member Christiansen; roll call.  

Mayor Frost welcomed everyone to the meeting.  Those present recited the Pledge of Allegiance 

and Council Member Christiansen offered a prayer. 

 

The following scouts were present: 

 

Troop 813: Gage Shields, Wyatt Larsen 
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Troop 831: Silas Robison, Korhen Portillo, Jaxon Peterson, Jared Gallman, Trenton Nelson, 

Chance Hall, Spencer Lloyd 

 

Troop 1106: Nathan Marrott 

 

2. Twenty-minute public comment period—limited to two minutes per person.  

Jess Green said it came to his attention that the Mayors of Lehi and American Fork met 

concerning his farm.  He wished they had talked to him beforehand, because no one should have 

a say in his property but him.  He said the road that was projected to go through this property 

would end up thrown out of court like the last time this was attempted.  Mayor Frost said this 

meeting did not take place; they had not discussed the road or the adjacent pasture land.  

 

Mr. Green stated he wanted everyone to know that he had a deep love of the community.  He 

said he would fight to the death to prevent the City from taking his land.  He said the pasture and 

the road way were not for sale.  He said he understood that Lehi also did not want the road to go 

there.  He said during his time as Mayor they accomplished projects such as the library, the LDS 

Temple and parking, and purchased park area.  He was concerned about the City trying to build 

this road because it would be a burden on the people of American Fork.  He said it would cost 

$337,000 per acre and the citizens would not want that burden.  He restated that it was his 

property to sell and no one else’s.  

 

Council Member Shelton said he understood that this would be a part of a larger study according 

to MAG.  He did not know about any talk of eminent domain.   Mr. Green said there had already 

been a cost of $700,000 in lost time concerning this road.  He thanked the Mayor and Council for 

the opportunity to address them. 

 

Dan Fugal said he owned property south of 700 North.  When he bought the property it was an 

old gravel pit and was called the Niels Fugal Sons Company Land Recovery Class 4 Landfill.  Its 

current zoning remained unchanged since they purchased the land.  Filling the pit would put it 

back to its original surface and land contour, thereby making the property usable for the future.  

He said his brother Guy Fugal would address the closure plan in greater detail.  

 

Guy Fugal said there had been some concerns brought to their attention from Mr. Thorne.  He 

had spent some time with him to explain the closure plan.  There had been some water issues that 

they had worked out.  They had almost completed laying all the top soil and planned on seeding 

with native grasses.  He said they also worked with the HOA regarding this property. 

 

Council Member Barnes asked if they would be planting native grasses on the entire property, to 

which Mr. Fugal answered in the affirmative.  He said they would eventually sell the land. 

 

Council Member Taylor said he used to go to that gravel pit with his grandfather when he was 

young. 



January 23, 2018  3 | P a g e  

 

Devon Rigby asked Mr. Fugal if they planned on conducting surveys to make sure there were no 

sinkholes; he was concerned with the safety of the neighboring homeowners.  The Fugals 

responded in the negative and said they put in lifts as they filled the property to ensure its safety.   

 

Josh McCabe thanked Council Member Barnes for voting in favor of the property owner selling 

their land to Costco.  He said there was a water outage and the notice they were given was too 

short; the City knew about the outage for two or three weeks.  He was also concerned about the 

committee minutes on the website and stated they were out of date.  The Mayor said staff would 

address the issue.  

 

Council Member Taylor asked Mr. McCabe if he was interested in filling any of the open seats.  

Mr. McCabe said he was open to the idea.  In response to a question from Council Member 

Barnes, Mr. McCabe said he felt like he could make a difference by participating with the City. 

 

Council Member Shelton said he would like to have a discussion about getting out notices more 

effectively. 

 

3. Presentation of the HERO Award to Trevor Rigby and adopting a resolution declaring 

January 23, 2018, as Trevor Rigby Day.  (Requested by Terilyn Lurker, Recorder)  

Mayor Frost stated the City wished to recognize members of the community for heroic efforts.  

The HERO award did not necessarily involve saving a life; rather, it was about providing 

valuable service to the community.  He invited Fire Chief Brems to present the award. 

 

Fire Chief Brems said they witnessed a lot of bad incidents happen in their work, so he 

commended the Council for celebrating success stories.  He said they would create a plaque to 

hang in the Council Chambers to celebrate the recipients of this award.  He invited Captain 

Nelson and Paramedic Jessie Mckenna up to share the details of this event.  

 

Leif Nelson said they met Trevor Rigby when he called 9-1-1 to help his sick father.  He was 

able to use the first-aid training he learned from scouting to keep his father alive.  Captain 

Nelson said they were good at what they did, but it could take some time to reach an emergency.  

Trevor’s actions saved his father’s life while he waited for the ambulance.  

 

Chief Brems gave Mr. Rigby a challenge coin from the Fire/Rescue Department.  Mayor Frost 

read the Resolution declaring January 23, 2018, as Trevor Rigby Day. 

 

Council Member Shelton moved to adopt Resolution No. 2018-01-02R declaring January 

23, 2018, as Trever Rigby Day.  Council Member Taylor seconded the motion.  All were in 

favor. 

 

Council Member Shelton expressed admiration for the Rigby family. 
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Chief Brems said he wanted to publicly thank Captain Nelson, paramedic McKenna and the 

entire Fire Department for the great service they offered the City.  He said it was great to 

celebrate this type of story.  He also appreciated the support of the Council and Mr. Bunker. 

 

4. City Administrator's Report  

David Bunker had nothing to report. 

 

5. Council Reports  

Council Member Christiansen said the library board met recently and they would be welcoming 

new members today.  They looked at the budget and wanted a slight increase to keep up with 

inflation.  

 

Council Member Shelton said he participated with the scouts at the fitness center.  He also 

reported having attended the North Pointe board meeting and was elected as an alternate to the 

NUERA board.  They looked for economies of scale like the Bay View Landfill that was 

purchased last year.  He said they would start to see savings from this action in June.   Council 

Member Shelton said he attended the 9-1-1 dispatch meeting where they looked into methods to 

improve its effectiveness.  Lastly, he reported having met with the Chamber of Commerce 

concerning Steel Days.  

 

Council Member Barnes and Council Member Taylor had nothing to report.   

 

Council Member Carroll said she met with the Steel Days committee.   

 

6. Mayor's Report  

Mayor Frost gave the State of the City address.  (See attachment.) 

 

COMMON CONSENT AGENDA 

(Common Consent is that class of Council action that requires no further discussion or which is 

routine in nature.  All items on the Common Consent Agenda are adopted by a single motion 

unless removed from the Common Consent Agenda.) 

 

1. Approval of the January 2, 2018 special session minutes  

2. Approval of the January 9, 2018 City Council minutes 

 

Council Member Taylor moved to approve the Common Consent agenda.  Council 

Member Shelton seconded the motion.  Voting was as follows: 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Clark Taylor, Council Member 

SECONDER: Rob Shelton, Council Member 

AYES: Barbara Christiansen, Staci Carroll, Kevin Barnes, Rob Shelton, Clark 

Taylor 
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ACTION ITEMS 

1. Ratification of City payments (January 3, 2018 to January 16, 2018) and approval of 

purchase requests over $25,000.  

Council Member Carroll moved to ratify City payments (January 3, 2018 to January 16, 

2018) and approve purchase requests over $25,000.  Council Member Taylor seconded the 

motion.  Voting was as follows: 

RESULT: ADOPTED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Staci Carroll, Council Member 

SECONDER: Clark Taylor, Council Member 

AYES: Barbara Christiansen, Staci Carroll, Kevin Barnes, Rob Shelton, Clark 

Taylor 

 

2. Review and action on appointments to Committees and Boards. (Requested by Terilyn 

Lurker, Recorder)  

Council Member Christiansen moved to approve the appointments as presented.  Council 

Member Carroll seconded the motion.  Voting was as follows: 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Barbara Christiansen, Council Member 

SECONDER: Staci Carroll, Council Member 

AYES: Barbara Christiansen, Staci Carroll, Kevin Barnes, Rob Shelton, Clark 

Taylor 

 

3. Review and action on a Resolution establishing Continuity in Government in American 

Fork City.  (Requested by Terilyn Lurker, Recorder)  

Council Member Carroll moved to adopt Resolution No. 2018-01-03R establishing 

Continuity in Government for American Fork City.  Council Member Taylor seconded the 

motion.  Voting was as follows: 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Staci Carroll, Council Member 

SECONDER: Clark Taylor, Council Member 

AYES: Barbara Christiansen, Staci Carroll, Kevin Barnes, Rob Shelton, Clark 

Taylor 

 

4. Review and action on a resolution adopting a No-Fault culinary water, pressurized 

irrigation, sanitary sewer, and storm water sewer failure claims program.  (Requested by 

Terilyn Lurker, Recorder)  

Mayor Frost said he did not attend the work session but had reviewed this item.  He was told 

there were changes made to the resolution and asked for any questions.  

 

Council Member Carroll asked if this was an insurance policy and what role it played.  Council 

Member Shelton said insurance did not fit into this process.  They would set aside money in the 

budget to assist what insurance did not cover in these situations.  He said that an insurance policy 
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would be too expensive. Council Member Barnes said homeowners insurance would not cover 

groundwater from outside the home.   

 

Council Member Shelton said he felt comfortable passing this resolution, but would like to have 

a process created on how this program would be implemented.  Mr. Bunker said the point-of-

contact was the Public Works Director or a designee. 

 

Council Member Carroll moved to approve Resolution No. 2018-01-04R adopting a no-

fault culinary water, pressurized irrigation, sanitary sewer, and storm water sewer failure 

claims program.  Council Member Barnes seconded the motion.  

 

Council Member Christiansen made a correction on the wording in the resolution. 

 

Council Member Carroll and Council Member Barnes accepted the correction.  Mayor 

Frost called for a vote on the motion.  Voting was as follows: 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Staci Carroll, Council Member 

SECONDER: Kevin Barnes, Council Member 

AYES: Barbara Christiansen, Staci Carroll, Kevin Barnes, Rob Shelton, Clark 

Taylor 

 

5. Review and action on the approval of the COPS Grant awarded to the American Fork 

Police Department.  (Requested by Terilyn Lurker, Recorder)  

Police Chief Falslev said this was an important grant for American Fork.  It was a highly 

competitive grant and only 16% of the agencies who applied were successful on obtaining funds.  

This was also important because they built relationships with the community with implementing 

community policing.  This grant would benefit the Jr. High because that was where they would 

assign the additional officer.  The grant would pay $125,000 over three years in wages and 

benefits.  In negotiating with the school district, there would be no cost to the City for three 

years. 

 

Council Member Shelton asked if the agreement with the school district continued as long as 

there was an SRO assigned.  The Chief said they intended for this agreement to continue in the 

future. 

 

Council Member Carroll said she was impressed they were able to get the grant.  She asked if 

they would be hiring a new officer and what would happen the fourth year.   Chief Falslev said 

the fourth year would carry over because they were implementing the money in January instead 

of the beginning of the new fiscal year.  They were either required to re-hire someone who was 

laid off or hire someone new.  In this case they would hire someone new.  

 

Council Member Barnes asked if they could apply for the grant every three years.  Chief Falslev 

said the grant was offered every year; they would apply every year but the process was highly 
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competitive.  Council Member Barnes said he was grateful for the police department and 

remarked that this was a benefit to the community. 

 

Council Member Taylor said he did not think this happened by accident.  He commended Chief 

Falslev for all that he had accomplished during his tenure as Police Chief. 

 

Council Member Shelton moved to approve the COPS Grant as awarded to the American 

Fork Police Department awarding federal funds over a three year period for $125,000 and 

authorize the Police Department to secure the vehicle and necessary equipment for the 

additional officer.  Council Member Taylor seconded the motion.  Voting was as follows: 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Rob Shelton, Council Member 

SECONDER: Clark Taylor, Council Member 

AYES: Barbara Christiansen, Staci Carroll, Kevin Barnes, Rob Shelton, Clark 

Taylor 

 

6. Review and action on an ordinance amending Chapter 10.29 of the City Code regarding 

fire lane parking restrictions.  (Requested by Terilyn Lurker, Recorder)  

Council Member Carroll moved to adopt Ordinance NO. 2018-01-08 amending Chapter 

10.29 of the City Code regarding fire lane parking restrictions. Council Member 

Christiansen seconded the motion. 

 

Council Member Barnes said he hoped they took an active role in enforcing this ordinance. 

 

Mayor Frost called for a vote on the motion.  Voting was as follows: 

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Staci Carroll, Council Member 

SECONDER: Barbara Christiansen, Council Member 

AYES: Barbara Christiansen, Staci Carroll, Kevin Barnes, Rob Shelton, Clark 

Taylor 

 

7. Review and action on an agreement with the American Fork Chamber of Commerce for 

the upcoming Steel Days Celebration and Concerts in the Park.  (Requested by Terilyn 

Lurker, Recorder)  

Mayor Frost stated this was a one year contract. 

 

Council Member Shelton said in Section 1.1 his concern was with the word “will”.  He felt the 

word “may” would be better because it would give them the option to not put on an event.  He 

asked that in Section 1.1 they add to Garden Tours “…in coordination with the Beautification 

Committee”.  Section 1.3 should note who would collect the revenue from the events.  He 

understood the revenue would go to the Chamber and they should make that clear.   
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Kasey Wright, Legal Counsel, stated that the Chamber would collect all the revenue. 

 

Council Member Shelton noted Section 1.6 should indicate the Chamber was fiscally 

responsible. Mr. Wright said the understanding was they were responsible for all the expenses 

and revenue.  Council Member Shelton said the domain name for Steel Days needed to be 

corrected in Section 1.8.  In addition, they needed to specify in Section 3.1 the $20,000 would be 

coming out of the 2018 fiscal year. 

 

Council Member Shelton asked if they could figure out the city employee overtime for the 

Chamber staff.  Kyle Maurer, Finance Director, said he spoke with Chief Falslev, who was the 

only one who had tracked overtime for his staff.  The other department heads had not tracked 

their staff’s overtime.  He said they could reach out to the department heads and make estimates. 

 

Council Member Taylor said the original proposal had a not-to-exceed number.  Mr. Bunker said 

they did not have exact numbers from Public Works.  They talked about possibly using more 

volunteers.  They would work with the committee on the overtime issue.   

 

Council Member Shelton said it was not fair that the City was taking all the liability when the 

Chamber would get the revenue.  This was stated in Section 4.1 and he would like the Chamber 

to pick up the liability.  Mr. Wright said the Chamber was taking liability for everything except 

the fireworks.  Council Member Shelton stated there was some exclusion in Section 4.1.  Mr. 

Wright said they would have an insurance policy to carry the liability.  There would have to be 

negligence by the City for them to be liable for any incident.   Josh Walker said the Chamber had 

discussed a willingness to be liable for the car show and the 5k run. 

 

Council Member Shelton said they came up with different language regarding the “Terms of the 

Agreement”.  He said they should include language stating that permits were the responsibility of 

the Chamber in order to avoid any potential problems with the State.  He said the only permit for 

which the City was not responsible was the fireworks.  The collection and payment of sales tax 

needed to be done through the Chamber’s administration.  Council Member Shelton said he was 

concerned with the dates of Steel Days because it conflicted with the 4th of July.  He stated they 

needed to be aware of the parade’s liability.   He said it was important to put in the agreement the 

date the magazine would be printed and mailed every year, and suggested they print the 

magazine by the first week in June.  Council Member Shelton said they needed to reserve Quail 

Cove Park by November of the previous year and should add this to the agreement.  

 

Council Member Shelton asked about the tickets sales.  Mr. Walker said the Chamber would be 

responsible for the collection of the revenues and would coordinate with the City for ticket sales.  

Mr. Walker said they would have an individual coordinate with the local businesses to help with 

ticket sales as well.  

 

Council Member Shelton asked if they could state what planning and coordinating was entailed 

in Section 1.2 for clarification.  Mr. Wright said they should include information about obtaining 
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permits, setting timelines and other planning tasks.  Council Member Taylor said choosing the 

date was important but the Chamber should handle everything else.  Mr. Walker said this would 

be Council Member Carroll’s responsibility to communicate with the Chamber.   

 

Council Member Taylor said he thought using the term “may” was a good change.  Mr. Wright 

said this change would allow the Chamber to decide to do none or all the events.  Council 

Member Taylor said the Council was forming a partnership with a body they expected to act in 

the City’s best interest. 

 

Council Member Barnes asked if he was suggesting wording in Section 1.2.  Council Member 

Shelton clarified that the changes he was suggesting were in Sections 1.1, 1.2, and 1.3.   

 

Council Member Shelton said a golf tournament was a part of Steel Days and it needed some 

recognition within the agreement as well. 

 

Council Member Carroll expressed concerns with creating a financial profile with only one 

department tracking overtime pay.  Mr. Walker said they could manage the work hours with 

volunteers and get approval for additional expenses.  Council Member Carroll asked who would 

be responsible for paying overtime.  Council Member Shelton added that there could be issues 

from City workers asked to volunteer while others were paid.   

 

In response to a comment from Council Member Shelton, Mr. Wright said no individual Council 

Member had authority to enter into agreements alone.  Only those who were authorized in the 

policy could make agreements.   

 

Council Member Christiansen said clarification was needed because employees could make 

promises without having proper authority.  Mr. Wright mentioned that there was already a policy 

in place which spoke to this matter.  He did not want to complicate future contracts with 

additional language.  Council Member Christiansen suggested they reference the policy in 

question within the contract. 

 

Council Member Barnes asked if they could clarify the $12,000 overtime for the police 

department in Section 3.4.  He also noted that in Section 4.3 there was a typo that needed to be 

fixed.  

 

Council Member Carroll asked Mr. Wright if they should keep things vague in the agreement or 

be more precise to protect the City.  Mr. Wright said there were problems with both.  His opinion 

was to have a generic provision and other specifics; however, he did not want to put limitations 

on what specifics could be included.  

 

Council Member Carroll moved to table this to work through some of the issues.  Council 

Member Barnes seconded the motion. 
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Mayor Frost asked how the Chamber felt about tabling the discussion.  Mr. Walker said there 

was a lot to change but he wanted to make sure everyone was comfortable with the agreement.  

Council Member Carroll asked if he was comfortable with the agreement, to which Mr. Walker 

responded in the affirmative.  He said they needed to obtain final approval from the Chamber 

once the Council approved the agreement. 

  

Council Member Shelton made a substitute motion to approve the agreement with the 

Chamber of Commerce for the management of Steel Days and Concerts in the park subject 

to the following changes: 

 Section 1.1 should read, “…for and may include the following events in the Steel 

Days celebration coordinated with the City.” 

 Strike item F from Section 1.1 (Youth Dance) 

 In Section 1.1 add to Garden Tours “In coordination with the Beautification 

Committee” 

 Section 1.9 ULR should read “steeldaysaf.com” 

 Section 3.1 - First sentence should read “City agrees to contribute up to Twenty 

Thousand Dollars ($20,000) to be paid to the Chamber for the Steel Days 

Celebration out of the 2018 budget and annually thereafter.” 

 In Section 4.1 strike “Subsection 1.3” reference referring to indemnification  

 In Section 4.3 should read “City shall be responsible for….” 

 Add in Cooperation section “including but not limiting to the cooperation and 

assignment of contracts as necessary” with a reference that the Steel Days dates will 

be agreed upon by the City and the Chamber of Commerce on or before December 

31. 

 Section 1.2 should read “The Chamber agrees it will plan and operate (including 

but not limited to all permits and licenses necessary from government agencies and 

collection of sales tax as necessary) the Steel Days events….” 

 

Council Member Taylor seconded the motion. 

 

Council Member Shelton said he worked in good faith with other organizations, and hoped they 

could continue to do so. 

 

Mayor Frost called for a vote on the motion.  Voting was as follows:  

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS] 

MOVER: Rob Shelton, Council Member 

SECONDER: Clark Taylor, Council Member 

AYES: Barbara Christiansen, Staci Carroll, Kevin Barnes, Rob Shelton, Clark 

Taylor 

 

Mr. Walker said they understood the responsibility and historical importance of Steel Days; they 

would not take this responsibility lightly. 
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Council Member Shelton asked employees to be informed that Council Member Carroll and the 

Chamber were involved with Steel Days. 

 

8. Consideration and action to enter into a closed session to discuss the character or 

professional competence of individuals, to discuss pending or reasonably imminent 

litigation, to discuss the purchase, lease or sale of real property, or to discuss other items 

described as allowed in Utah State Code 52-4-204, 52-4-205. 

Mayor Frost said the regular session would adjourn at the conclusion of the closed session. 

 

Council Member Shelton moved to enter into to a closed session to discuss pending 

litigation in the downstairs workroom at 9:35 p.m.  Council Member Taylor seconded the 

motion.  All were in favor. 

 

The City Council entered into a closed session to discuss pending litigation at 9:44 p.m.  Those 

present included Mayor Frost, Council Member Barnes, Council Member Carroll, Council 

Member Christiansen, Council Member Shelton, and Council Member Taylor.  Also present 

were City Administrator David Bunker, City Attorney Kasey Wright, Police Chief Darren 

Falslev, Fire Chief Aaron Brems, and City Recorder Terilyn Lurker.   

 

The closed session was audio recorded as required by State law. 

 

Council Member Barnes moved to return to regular session at 9:56 p.m. Council Member 

Carroll seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 

 

9. Adjournment 

Council Member Taylor moved to adjourn the meeting.  Council Member Shelton 

seconded the motion.  All were in favor. 

 

The meeting adjourned at 9:56 p.m. 

 
Terilyn Lurker, City Recorder  
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STATE OF THE CITY  

DELIVERED JAN 2018  

Opening  
On January second I took an oath as part of my becoming Mayor of American Fork City. As part 
of my oath I swore to “discharge the duties of my office with fidelity.” Fidelity, meaning 
faithfulness as demonstrated by continuing loyalty and support. I gladly accept these terms. In 
ancient Athens these terms were codified by an oath that every person had to take to gain 
citizenship. Among other things they committed to “fight for the ideals and Sacred Things of the 
City,” and “strive unceasingly to quicken the public's sense of civic duty.”   

Rather than just giving stats for the State of the City address, I want to talk about how we as a 
residents all take an oath, even if figuratively, when we gather together in this social contract 
that is a community. By so doing we commit to living with and around each other; to share our 
time, values, and space, and to work together for a collective shared vision of what we want 
this city to become. Through that lens I deliver this State of OUR City address and look at how 
we did in serving our collective community in 2017.  

Volunteers  
Including myself, there are six elected officials that set the vision and policy for the City. We act 
on behalf of the citizens and businesses. But we cannot do it alone. We have terrific employees 
that help us accomplish this. Many of them go above and beyond their regular job duties 
because they have invested into our community and share those ideals.   

But staff and elected officials are only part of what makes this city run. American Fork has 13 
boards, commissions, or committees that help us shape and achieve our goals. In total that’s 80 
volunteers who give of their time, month after month, year after year, for little to no pay. Why 
do they do it? Because of their love of American Fork. And these committees do incredible 
things.   

Steel Days is a huge event that is run by volunteers. They put in absurd hours leading up to and 
during Steels Days. The PARC Tax Committee is entrusted with reviewing and recommending 
projects to spend sales tax money on. With their help the City has invested almost $2 million 
dollars back into the community, funding plays and performances, adding bathrooms, pavilions, 
and parking to many existing parks, and creating entirely new parks. Then there is the Planning 
Commission, who work as hard as anyone else for the benefit of the City. The single largest 
topic the city council deals with on a regular basis is land use, and virtually all items dealing with 
growth and development are vetted first by our Planning Commission. They shoulder a great 
responsibility to look after the future of our city through careful review and wise 
recommendations. As Mayor and Council we trust and respect them, and are grateful for their 
service.  
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We have great volunteers that serve and in very tangible ways, further the ideals of the 
community.    

Businesses  
I feel there are three cogs in the machine that keeps our community operating. One cog is the 
people, another is the government those people set up, and the final cog is the businesses. 
American Fork has over 1,500 businesses that are terrific partners in the community, each 
dedicated to making this a better place. I am always impressed by the support these businesses 
offer each other as well as the residents. And by support I don’t just mean great customer 
service. I mean actual service. They facilitate donations, volunteering, gifts, and networking.  
Organizations like Tabitha’s Way is an example of many businesses in American  

Fork, and a metaphor for how we should all be. While Tabitha’s Way is located in American 
Fork, there service goes far beyond our borders. For them it’s not a matter of who belongs and 
who doesn’t. It’s a matter of who’s in need and who can help. These are the testimonies that 
show how our businesses don’t just work in our community, they are a part of our community.  

Public Safety  
Our Police and Fire do much for us. Last year our Police had almost 30,000 service calls, made 
233 felony arrests, and averaged 1,252 open investigations. Similarly, our Fire & Rescue 
handled 2,895 calls for service, which is just under Lehi, who is double our population. These 
brave men and women have taken an oath to protect and serve. That is there job. But their love 
of that job and the community has driven them to do much more that what is required.  

Last year our Police decided to do something about the growing number of domestic violence 
cases. They assigned one investigator full time to domestic  
violence cases and began offering public education programs to the community. In fact, I 
personally worked closely with our Police and Utah County to put together a regional town hall 
meeting to educate people on the issue and connect those in need to available resources. Our 
police are often the first call on incidents, but they remain involved, often meeting with many 
other agencies along the way, to ensure the best outcome of each domestic violence case.  

In an effort to be proactive our Police and Fire departments started a program where they have 
equipped and trained our Police officers who are typically first on scene to use Narcan, a drug 
that can save the lives of those succumbing to a drug overdose. In another example of doing 
more, our Fire department has begun to train with our Police department so they can provide 
lifesaving services to injured people DURING an active shooter situation rather than waiting 
until AFTER it’s safe to go in and triage.  

Out residents enjoy lower insurance costs thanks in part to the responsiveness to our Fire 
department. Our Police Chief has taken an active role in legislature that impacts public safety 
and now sits on a policy making board at the capital.  Finally, our Fire department working 
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towards certifying all City employees to be CPR ready. This will dramatically increase our ability 
to respond in an emergency.  

The point is, these actions show how our community is in good hands with a Police and Fire 
department who actively, rather than reactively, serve and protect all of us.   

Growth  
Mayor Hadfield would always say the only constant in life is change. I believe by this he was 
trying to help us understand that our city is growing, and will continue to grow. Right now our 
city is about 10 square miles, roughly 75% built out, with a population of about 30,000 
residents. By the time we are fully build out we expect to double in population and increase 
geographically to 13 square miles.   

We live in a great town with great people. But it’s myopic to think that the only way to keep it 
great is to not change it. Closing the doors and the borders will cut us off from the better things 
to come. We need to think higher than that and realize that if we work together to be a strong, 
unified, and involved community, then we will maintain our identity as growth occurs. In fact, 
our identity will be transmitted to all who come in. If we can’t avoid change we need to 
embrace it and direct it. I want growth to work for us. Growth should increase our access to 
resources and amenities and open up new channels for transportation, while still giving us a 
sense of community and one-ness.  

I think it’s key to not stifle development, but to not be caught off guard by it either. The south 
side of our city is a perfect example of how we need to be smart about growth. With the front 
runner station next to so much undeveloped land, we know development is going to happen 
eventually. UDOT knows this as well. That is why they are considering routes for a major 
transportation corridor south of I-15. In an effort to set our own destiny, we as a city have 
master planned the area in order to provide a framework for growth while still allowing 
flexibility based on stakeholder input. We want as much input as possible so we can accurately 
assess what the best interest is for the city as a whole. If we aren’t proactive the impending 
development will leave the area with congestion similar to that at Thanksgiving Point.  

Closing  
In settings like this I can only ever touch on a few groups to make my point. But I think these 
groups are representative of the larger whole. And while every resident of American Fork 
doesn’t take an official oath to “fight for the ideals and Sacred Things of the City,” our actions 
have shown that maybe we are not so different from the people of Athens. In many ways we 
showed in 2017 that we have worked together, to do something more, for the community we 
love. And because of that, we can echo the Athens long ago in the final line of their oath: “Thus, 
in all these ways, we will transmit this City not only, not less, but greater and more beautiful 
than it was transmitted to us."   

Thank you 
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